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Federal Estate Tax
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end of 2009. This provision alone seems taxpa
friendly. The problem is the legislation goes on
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(continued from fremppears as a possibility. This would simply involve a second failure of Congress to act in 2010. If so!
the Federal Estate Tax rules applied prior to the 2001 legislation. Those rules apply a step up in basis&y Wwiticméstax |
good news. However, the real problem is only the legislation. Those rules apply a step up in basis for intidmie grodurpo
news. However, the real problem is only the first $1,000,000 of assets transferring to someone other tham @hatityjving
would be exempt from the Federal Estate Tax and the top Federal Estate Tax rate would move back up to 55%.

We will continue to follow the ever changing debate and will post information on our website as it becaanes ave
concerned about the effect of the unsettled position of the Federal Estate Tax rules on your planning arresigemients, giv
can discuss our best thoughts on any action you may wish to take while we await action from Congress. Atornayre inf
Jim Kamerer can be reached at (33456r gkamerer@bmsa.com

Six Attorneys Named Super Lawyers 2010

Attorneys Randolph L. Snow (litigation), Joel lSuper Lawyers, Corporate CounselsEditlaty and
Dayton (bankruptcy & creditor/debtor rights) Neuember 2009. It is a nationwide list of attorneys who have

Callas (labor & employment), Jim P. Kamerer (estate plabaargr&cognized in state and regional edBiger dawyers
probate), Charles J. Tyburski (estate planning & probateaaghzine in 2009. Gust is also a dual certified specialist in th
Todd S. Bundy (banking) of Black McCuskey Souers & Asbaumh, e of Ohi o in | abor & |em,
LPA, have been name@bipSuper Lawyemsagazine as top The selections fBuper Lawyesse made by Law &
attorneys in Ohio for 2010. Only five percent of the lawyepolitithe a division of Key Professional Media, |nc.
state are named®yper Lawyers$n addition, Daniel R. Minneapolis, MN. Each year, Law & Politics undertakes
Griffith has been named &@3taa Rising Star for 20dt0¢ch | rigorous mufihase selection process that includes a statewid

recognizes the topamgicoming attorneys in the state. In prelewvey of lawyers, independent evaluation of candidates by
to qualify, attorneys must be 40 years old or younger, arbaavenv & P o | Hed liesearah staff d peer mevigw of
been practicing for 10 years or less. candidates by practice area,
Three of the firmds atfand rangogsanding a %?/Wm . I?:-,_M__
(bankruptcy & creditor/debtor rights), Gust Callas and Datfisdipinary check. C_l‘ d \) > C_L;j
Jonas (labor & employment), were selected for inclusion in
Attorney Dan Griffith Honored by Mount Union College
ttorney Daniel R. Griffith was awarded the 2009 Young Alumni Award from Mount Union College. The Your
AAward honors and recognizes those who, at very early stages in their chosen careers or callings, exemplify
Union hopes all alumni will strive to achieve upon graduating from Meuatvaimas given to graduates within e yesats
for their outstanding support, leadership and dedication to the College as young alumni. Dan earned a
arts degree in political science from Mount Union.
A member of the firmbés estate planning and

areas of estate planning, including wills, trusts, probate administration, elder law, business succession |

family limited partnerships. Dan recently became a certified specialist in the area of estate planning, tru:

law. After Mount Union, Dan went on to earn his Juris Doctor Degree The Ohio State University Moritz

Daniel R. Griffith

in 2002 and is licensed to practice in both Ohio and Florida.
Dan was also honored in 2009 as one of 20 young leaders under the age of 40 by ystark!, a department of the C
Chamber of Commerce. Committed to his community, Dan participates as a member of the Board of Directors et North
of Commerce and Copeland Oaks Retirement Community. Dan is also a gradizste aff tead@sBiark County.
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Did you know that you can find out just about anything you would want to know about Black McCuskey on our w

www.bmsa.cofh Information about the firm, the attorneys
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This is a newly created position for the firm and

lack McCuskey is pleased to announdebieaa Coléas joined the firm as Directof
Operations. Becky brings 30 years of accounting and management experience to B
Randy Snow, Managing Partner, stated, "We are pleased to have Becky join Black McCuskey/
strong financial background and management experiences which will assist us in the operatio

Becky is responsible for the financial and hﬁﬁ‘?@ﬁ??@%?ce

initiatives. Prior to joining Black McCuskey, she most recently held the position of Controller for theqnetsaiiogteel c
steel business division of The Timken Company where she built a new accounting and systems department. Becky

and operational positions within various departments

dugiegrhiend@ at Timken. She holds a Bachelor of Science

Business Administration/Accounting from The Ohio State University and a Masters degree from The University of Akro

Summer Associate Program...A Success!

hile other law firms are experiencing j
losses, Black McCuskey continues to
in a fisummer associateodo p
the best and the brightest law school students to provide
opportunity to put into practice what they have learned ir
school. The program provides future lawyers with the ch
experience what working in a law firm is really like, whilg
completing their last year of law school.

Typically, an extensive interview process is cond
almost a year in advance. Based on those interviews, o
students are selected to work during the following summ
learn a lot in their short time at the firm and we learn a fq
from them too. Looking at past history, the summer ass

program has been very suc

bilBob Preston, Robert Murphy, Michelle Schuld and Christian
inkesoneliire all past intermsttorney Dan Griffith now co
rcoogorradm.n a t Tehse tfhier ns ui nsmecro nansi st ot
themrtter associates find that this program affordsra hands
lemperience. They work on projects in a variety of practice are
aacetoend court proceedings an:
Law school studegan Kuchmar{@ase Western
Reserve Law School) @smthifer Murpfiphe University of
Lici&don Law School), were part of the summer associate progr:
neast suonmer and have accepted positions with the firm. They
ecofitieye their great work in August. We again have two law
wsttiingsstudents lined up for the summer of 2010. We are exc
bdiateaveCindy GarnandJennifer Cleary art of our summer
casssciate prograin and kak foevhredtp a gnegt expexienyge foo

current attorneySordy Woolbert, Jim Wherley, Dan Griffi]hand for us.
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ATTORNEYS SELECTED FOR BEST LAWYERS IN AMERICA® LIST 2010
ive of the fi w e The Best tasvgers inlArny2eg0e | e ct e c
F(Copyright 2009 by Woodward/White, Inc., of Aiken, S.C.). Attorneys Randolph L. Snow (Construction Law)
(Bankruptcy and Creditetor Rights Law), Bruce M. Soares (Mergers & Acquisitions Law), James P. Kamerer (Trusts an
and Todd S. Bundy (Commercial Litigation) are included on the list. Managing Partner for Black McCuskagpRahdy is th
t he fii t h group,; hesbte ghractice p

group; Jim coordi estates & troygusts pr

rmés | awyers

heal care practice Joel

the fi

Selection tBest Lawyeis based on an exhaustive and rigorotsvimersurvey in which more than 25,000 leading

r mbés

nates r moé s

attorneys cast almost two million votes on the legal abilities of other lawyers in their specialties. $#BEBesiricaptiersin
has become universally regarded as the definitive guide to legaCexpellatec€ounsel

magazine has callekt Lawyeist he most respected referr:

Best Lawyers:

information is available on their welgites &testlawyers.com.

First-Time Homebuyer Tax Credit
Expires April 30, 2010

ast fall President Obama signed The
L Worker, Homeownership and Business
Assistance Act of 2009 into law, which extends and
expands the credit previously provided by the
Homebuyers Tax Credit Act. Do not delay, however,
because to qualify for the tax credit you must purchase,

or enter into a binding contract to purchase, a principal

residence on or before April 30, 2010, and close on the
purchase by June 30, 2010.

As a first-time buyer, which is defined as one who

has not owned a primary residence
during the three years up to the date of
purchase, you may qualify for a tax credit
of up to $8,000. You may also qualify
for credit of up to $6,500 if you have lived

in your home for at least five years and

Timothy L. FoX 1 \rchase a new home. Your total tax

credit is determined by the price of your home and your

income. The credit will reduce your tax bill or increase
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your refund, dollar for

dollar. In addition,

unlike some other tax

credit programs, there is no requirement to repay this
credit unless your home ceases to be your primary
residence within a three-year period following your
purchase.

For all qualifying purchases in 2010, you have the
option of claiming your credit on either your 2009 or 2010
tax returns. Note: if you claim the credit on your 2009 tax
return, you will not be able to file electronically, but
instead must file a paper return.

Various other restrictions apply and include,
amongst other things, certain income limits for single and
married purchasers; and you may not qualify for a tax
credit if you purchased your home from your parents,
grandparents, children, or grandchildren. For more
information, contact Attorney Tim Fox at (330) 430-5055

or at tfox@bmsa.com.
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